DUSTON PARISH COUNCIL

Duston Parish Council
Duston Community Centre

Pendle Road
Duston
Northampton
NN5 6DT
Environment Committee
Clirs Enright-King, Ennis-Clark, Ingram, Liddon, Craven, Dickinson
14t June 2024

Dear Councillor,

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Environment Committee to be held at
Duston Community Centre on Thursday 20t" June 2024 commencing at 7.00pm for the purpose
of transacting the following business.

Issued by:

i

Gary Youens
Parish Clerk, Duston Parish Council

AGENDA

EC01/24. To elect the Chair of the Environment Committee
EC02/24. To elect the Vice-Chair of the Environment Committee
EC03/24. To receive apologies for absence

EC04/24. To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday
18 April 2024 (APPENDIX A}

Tel: 01604 583626 Web: www.duston-pc.gov.uk
Email: office@duston-pc.gov.uk £ @DustonPC [ @Duston_PC



EC05/24. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to
business on the agenda (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be discussed
and are reminded that the disclosure of o Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the
member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business).

EC06/24. Public Participation Session (Persons wishing to address the committee on an agenda
item may register their intention to do so by telephone or email by 12 noon on the day of the
meeting and may spegk for a maximum of 3 minutes).

EC07/24. Terms of Reference
e To note the Terms of Reference for the Environment Committee (APPENDIX B)

EC08/24. Speed Activation Signs
® To note the latest speed sign data (APPENDIX C)

EC09/24. Encroachment of Parks / Public Open Space
¢ To photograph and collect evidence of all existing DPC Parks and Open Space against
future encroachment / “land grabbing”.

EC10/24. QR Code Stickers
* Todiscuss and agree QR code stickers for reporting overflowing bins (APPENDIX D)

EC11/24. DPC Corporate Objectives
* Discuss 7 Corporate Objectives and what DPC should look to achieve over the next 3 -4
years (APPENDIX E)

EC12/24. Benches
» To agree to refurbish four DPC Benches. {2 Hardlands Road, Main Road and Duston
Cemetery) Using CIL. (APPENDIX F)

EC13/24.New Signage
a) To discuss whether a sign on 5t Luke’s Field / Sussex Close about polite parking
{APPENDIX G)
b) Whether to replace the existing signs with bigger signs (APPENDIX H)

EC14/24. Junior Goal Post at St Luke’s Field
¢ To agree a junior goal post at 5t Luke’s Field using CIL.

EC15/24. Junior Turnstile Roundabout
» To agree to purchase a junior turnstile roundabout for Westbury Close Play Area using

CIL (APPENDIX 1)

EC16/24. Clerk Report on Environment Committee Issues



To receive an update from the Clerk on the following

- Goal Posts for Errington Park

- Three New Litterbins

- Rewilding at Errington Park

- Mendip Park Entrance

- 30 mph Stickers

- Parking near junction signs

- Play Equipment ltems in Haydown Green and Grafton Way Meadow
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DUSTON PARISH COUNCIL

Duston Parish Council
Duston Community Centre
Pendle Road

Duston

Northampton

NN5 60T

Environment Committee Minutes
Thursday 18" April 2024

Chair: ClIr P Enright-King

Councilors Present:
Clirs Craven, Dickenson, Ennis-Clark, Ingram,

IN ATTENDANCE:
Gary Youens — Clerk
Ryan lkavnieks — Assistant Clerk

EC99/24. To receive apologies for absence
* Apologies were received from Cllr Liddon.

EC100/24. Te receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday
215t March 2024 (APPENDIX A}

e RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21% March 2024 were
approved as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

EC101/24. To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to
business on the agenda

s  Members were reminded of the need to declare any interests in the iterns on this
agenda, whether pecuniary or otherwise. There were no interests declared.

Tel: 01604 583626 Web: www.duston-pc.gov.uk
Email: office@duston-pc.gov.uk £ @DustonPC [ @Duston_PC



EC102/24. Public Participation Session

+ Three members of the public present — three members of the local policing unit and a
Designing Out Crime Officer
* Two members of the spoke upon Bants Lane Allotment

EC103/24. EV Charging Points

e RESOLVED: That the Clerk researches and creates a report detailing the installation /
ongoing costs / income and planning requirements associated with Electrical Vehicle
charging points, identifying appropriate locations.

EC104/24. Community Speed Watch

» RESOLVED: That the committee supports the Police suggestion of establishing local
Community Speedwatch Groups and will share any relevant information via social
media.

EC105/24. Partnership working with Police

e The Designing Out Crime Officer said she has been to Limehurst Square and looked at
the local crime data. She said the data showed there was a stronger case for CCTV in
other neighbours in the local area. CCTV at Limehurst Square would not necessarily
prevent crime and anti-social behaviour. The representatives of the Police also spoke
ahout break in of sheds at Bants Lane allotments.

e RESOLVED:
a) Notto pursue CCTV at Limehurst Square for the time being,

b) Itis welcomed that the Police attended this meeting and it was hoped they would
attend further meetings of the Parish Council in future.

EC106/24. Play Equipment Inspection
e RESOLVED:
a) That the play areas and gym equipment which Duston Parish Council get

independently inspected (Errington Park, Mendip Park, Grafton Way Meadow, St
Luke’s Field, Quarry / Duston Wildes, and Haydown Green) was noted.



b} That the Council includes Triumph Gardens and Westbury Close to the independent
inspection rota.

¢) That Triumph Gardens and Westhury Close are included in routine inspections by
the Council.

EC107/24. Tree Inspection for 2024/25

The Clerk conducts tree surveys on a staggered schedule to spread survey and
associated remedial cost over three years to ensure budget stability. However, many of
the land transfers have not yet taken place.

RESOLVED: Not to conduct tree surveys in 2024/25 until the land transfers have taken
place.

EC108/24. Speeding In Alsace Close

b)

RESOLVED:

That the correspondence from a resident in Alsace Close (APPENDIX B) was received,
discussed and noted.

That the Clerk obtains relevant permissions to install a Speed Activated Sign in Alsace
Close and adds the location to the current speed activated sign location rota.

EC109/24. Tree to the Rear of Ashwood Road

b)

RESOLVED:

That the verbal update on a trees to the rear of Ashwood Road (APPENDIX C note: the
land does not belong to Duston Parish Council nor West Northamptonshire Council) was
received, discussed and noted.

That the Environment Committee recommends that Duston Parish Council does not
continue in any further involvement in the dispute over ownership of the trees to the
rear of Ashwood Road.

That the Environment Committee recommends not to conduct or fund any remedial
works on the trees to the rear of Ashwood Road. It is noted that the tree is in private
ownership in an area which is not used by the general public.

EC110/24. Tree of Hope Planting



e RESOLVED:
a) That the discussion of the situation of planting around the Tree of Hope was noted.

b) To purchase and plant established plants to create an informal barrier as opposed to
any structures.

EC111/24. Tree Planting at Mendip Park

® As requested the Clerk has ordered some young trees from the Woodland Trust.
» Previously it was suggested Willow Trees could be purchased to help soak up some of
the excess water.

« RESOLVED:

a) The roots of any trees planted do not cause any damage to the recently installed
Soakaway and Anglian Water Drains.

b} To get small copse pack (x30 trees} from the Woodland Trust.
EC112/24. Limehurst Square

e RESOLVED: That the following ideas to improve Limehusrt Square be investigated and
communicated to the Community Services Committee:

- The Bins be blocked on the North East openings to stop litter being blown out due to
the design of the Square creating an artificial wind tunnel.

- Toresearch ‘stick your gum / vape stickers here’ poster to install around the Square
with the aim of reducing the amount of gum an vape stickers scattered around.

- Stick QR codes to the hins on the Square linking to the report function to ensure that
the bins are being reported when full.

- The cost and implications of installing something to block off the fly tipping hotspot
from the public footpath.

- The cost and staffing implications of installing hanging basket upon the lampposts
around the square.



APPeNDI X (B

Environment Committee

Membership: A maximum of 5 councillors. Counciliors are elected and removed by
Council. Chair of Council will be a member with voting rights.

Quorum: No less than 3 councillors.

Chair & Vice-Chair: To be elected at the first meeting of the Committee for the
municipal year. The Chair or Vice-Chair will report back to Council.

Voling: Decisions taken by a majority vote. In the case of an equal vote the Chair
shall have a second or casting vote.

Meetings:
a) Determined by Council.
b) As considered necessary by the Chair and/or Clerk.

The Committee has the following responsibilities:

1. The Environmental Committee will review, monitor and make recommendations to
Full Council on the following:
a) The overall management of DPC owned trees, green spaces, playgrounds,
streetlights and parks (but not including allotments).
b} Matters relating to non-DPC owned trees, green spaces, playgrounds and
parks within the Parish including St Lukes Churchyard and Duston cemetery.
c) Street furniture such as seating, public art, litter bins & bus shelters. This
includes the purchase of additional or replacement street furniture.
d) Maintenance and upkeep of the war Memorial.
e) Maintenance and upkeep of Timken Artwork.
f) Maintenance and upkeep of Timken Gates and Rosevilla Hut and adjoining
wall.
g) Maintenance of Alfred Knight / Main Road / Timken South footpath and the 3
streetlights
h) Reducing litter and fly-tipping in Duston.
i}y Actions and initiatives to help reduce crime, disorder and anti-social
behaviour.
iy How DPC and the wider Parish can help play its part in confronting climate
change. Also advising Council and other Committees on Climate Change
issues.
k) Improving and maintaining biodiversity in Duston.
Specific Delegated Responsibilities:

2.This Committee has annual spending cap of £6000 per year.



3. Minor improvements to DPC owned Parks and Open Spaces.

4. Liaising directly with other local stakeholders in respect of reducing crime, anti-
social behaviour, littering, flytipping and climate change.

5. Oversee the usage and operation of the Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) within
Duston.

6. Oversee general signage use relating to the Environment (such as anti - littering,
dog fouling, pollution, crime and speeding).

7. The power to establish working parties within its terms of reference. Must seek
permission of Council to set up a Sub-Committee.

8. Any issue referred to it by Council.
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Main Road - March 2024
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Old Sandy Lane - February 2024

L6 DJW

Speed
o4
5-3
10-1k
15-1%
z0-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
LO-4k
L5-49
50-5&
55-59

{Data collected from 7/2/2024 - 6/3/2024)

Activations

o]
18
23
517
2475
6328
6€00
2775
543
81

700G

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000

O-i

5-3

93

10-14

£600
6328
2F7s
2475
517
1519 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-3%

S0

HO-hi

u5-L4

50-54

55-59



{(7202Z/£/1E - 7202/ £ /1 W0y peasliod eleq)

65-55 n5-08 G-t nh-0n 6E-5€ nE-0F 62-52 nz-02 Bi-at -0t 65 0
— — — 0
2 (3 sol - 2 ol ul
125
=7 0001
000z
ssn2
ooos
e =
o0aT a
soL
(317
00as
EHE
HE0B
1562
0009
S5%2
125
0002 48
ol
1562 &
o008
nEDR SUD[IBARDY

Mra 91 202 Ydiep - aue Apues pIO



Weggs Farm Road - February 2024
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Weggs Farm Road - April 2024
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Firsview Drive - February 2024 L5 DGA
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irsview Drive - April 2024
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APFPENOI X £

/ CORPORATE OBJECTIVES

DUSTON PARISH COUNCIL

1. HAVING EXCELLENT COMMUNITY CENTRES
Description

The Council has now for a decade provided ithree Cenfres that have served
the community of Duston, Dusion Sports Centre is managed on behalf of the
Council by Trilogy Active. The Council direcily manages St Luke's Centre and

Duston Community Centre which offer quality room hire at very competitive

rates. The objective is fo continue fo provide facilities that are managed to a
good standard, in an efficient, effective and responsive way, at an

afforddble cost.

2. DELIVER HIGH QUALITY GREEN SPACES

Description

The Councilis in the process of taking on more public open space and has also L
agreed with West Northamptonshire Council to have the freehold of the two
allotment sites. It is in the process of building up capacity and expertise when
it comes to the management of Parks and Open Spaces. The Council will )

eventually take on full maintenance of Parks, Open Space and Allotments. The

1



Council aims to deliver high quality parks & green open spaces in Duston for

residents to use and enjoy.

3. A MORE SAFER, SUSTAINABLE AND PLEASANT ENVIRONMENT
Descripfion

The Council has made numerous improvements to the public realm in recent
years and is beginning to do this as part of the core services it offers to
residents. The Council maintains hanging baskets, planters, monuments
(Timken Artwork, Timken Gates & War Memorial) and various sireet furniture. I}
dlso seeks to improve the environment by reducing crime and anti-social
behaviour. Within its remit the Council will strive to enhance and protect local
bicdiversity. The Council encourages and premotes a more safer, sustainable

and pleasant in every part of the Parish,

4. PRODUCES AN EVENTS PROGRAMME WHETHER ON ITS OWN OR IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHERS

Description

For a long time the Council has delivered community events which has
provided local enfertainment and information to residents. Most notably the
Council has had a summer event which is currently titled “Duston Fun Day" and
more recenily the Council has put on a "Community Info & Wellness Fair”. The
Council also does regular iIndoor Car Boot Sales and a Christmas Market. This

vear the Council is deoing a Christmas Tree Festival.

5. ADVANCING HEALTH & WELLBEING

Description




The Council dims to maximise community wellbeing in the broadest sense such
as playing a role in reducing social isolation and creating opportunities for
young people. It is important that the Council works with residents, West
Northamptonshire Council and other service providers, businesses and
community organisations with the dim of achieving o healihy, prosperous and
caring community. As a Parish Council we look beyond the medical models of
health care to look at how the community can be energised and supported
to tackle the social determinants of health and get involved in improving the
wellbeing of their community. The Council has recently adopfed a Health &

Wellbeing Strategy.

é. ADVOCATING AND PROMOTING DUSTON
Descriptfion

The scope of the Parish Council is broader than just the services it directly
provides. The Council is there to do what it can to promote all businesses,
establishments, services and amenities within the Parish. Celebrate what
Duston has to offer. The Councif supports local initiatives and organisations that
improve the quality of life for its residents in a fair and even handed way. An
example of this the Parish Council using its social media platforms fo promote
Duston Market and has a Grants Application Process. The Council advocates
the interests of Duston to others such as Police, Fire & Crime Commissionar and

West Northamptonshire Council.

7. BEING A PROFESSIONAL AND COMPETENT COUNCIL
Descripfion

A prudent Councit that is responsible with public money and has a strong
financial base to meet future and unexpecied challenges. With strong
financial reserves the Council is less likely to need to borrow in the future.

Duston Parish Councilis open and iransparent with most information published

3




on the website www.duston-pc.gov.uk Across all aspects area of its working it
aims to provide an effective service to residents and strives for improvement.
A Councll that has good governance in place and meets all the necessary

statutory requirements. Delivers good customer service.
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